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Sedgwick Celebrates Historic Barn Renovation
Duttenhaver Gift Brings Century-Old Building to Renewal

The 102 year old barn before restoration.

research, Linda first visited the Reserve two years ago, and
now, after a year of planning and another of work, Linda’s
philanthropy has given the 102 year-old barn a new lease on
life. The venerable old barn, located in the western edge of
the field station, will now stand witness to another hundred
years of activity around her redwood flanks.
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Old barns have a way of attracting attention, and the
La Laguna barn at Sedgwick is no exception. Los Angeles
businesswoman Linda Duttenhaver, is fond of history, old

Linda Duttenhaver points proudly to the plaque that recognizes
her generous gift that made the restoration possible, now hanging
on the renovated barn.

After restoration was completed.

barns, Sedgwick culture AND is a proud UC Santa Barbara alumna! Introduced to the Reserve by Victoria Sork, an
ecologist at UCLA who uses the Sedgwick Reserve for field

In the weeks since the renovation was completed, the
barn has returned to its role at the heart of the Ranch. For a
while a young bobcat took up residence in the horse stalls,
eating her fill of mice and ground squirrels before moving
out into the 5896 acre Reserve. A barn owl has been seen flying in and out of the barn at night, perhaps in search of a safe
place to nest. At least one researcher has found the building
to be an ideal setting to trap field mice as part of a parasitological study. And our new tractor, a 4WD diesel Kubota,
is now parked in its entryway for safe keeping. Funds are
still being sought for a few minor last touches and to acquire
and display early California ranching-era tools, saddlery and
farm implements in one of the original tack rooms—a ranching heritage display for our visitors.

A brief history of the barn

The 2688 square foot hay barn was built in 1908, by a
pair of brothers who were hired by the La Laguna Ranch
Corporation for their barn craftsmanship skills. A long life
was intended by the builders, who employed durable redwood on a mortar foundation. The site was carefully chosen
to protect the two-story wooden structure from the harsh elements of eastern Santa Ynez Valley, the battering winds of
spring and fall and the heavy rains of winter known at times
to overflow the nearby Figueroa Creek and turn the local
clay soil into mud capable of pulling the shoes off a horse.
As with most early California ranching-era barns, the Rancho La Laguna barn was the heart of the ranch.
It was the first, and for several years the only building at
the Ranch, and served as its headquarters, stable, hay storage
facility and meeting place for ranch hands, hay growers and
cattlemen. Its design allowed for a season’s worth of hay to
be fully sheltered along with draft horses used for farming,
riding horses used by
cowboys
and several
large tack
rooms for
harnesses,
saddles and
tools.
A careful
look
around the
barn
reThe barn lit up for the Barn Dance
veals that
changes were made over the years. One stall was walled in,
possibly to house a stallion; the upper hay doors the upper
hay doors were added to accommodate a mechanical hay
conveyor belt as that technology was developed, and lights
were installed, all sometime after 1908.
During the years the Sedgwick family occupied the
ranch and used the barn as the ranch headquarters, local lore
places it very much a part of the family routine. Every afternoon Duke and Alice were chauffeured to the barn from
the Ranch House in a polished Bentley. Their horses would
be saddled and waiting for them. After a leisurely afternoon
ride, their Bentley and driver would take them back to the
Ranch House, less than a quarter mile away! That image,
along with that of eight kids’ saddles lined up neatly in the
tack room, and the assemblage of ponies and horses on
which they freely roamed their vast property, conjure up the
Sedgwicks’ idyllic life here.
Long after the last cowboy saddled his horse, farmer
stacked oat hay high into the rafters, and Sedgwick heir
kicked up a cloud of dust on his trusty steed, the barn remained solidly grounded as time and elements weathered it
into old age. By the time the Rancho La Laguna was donated

to the University of California and the ranching and hay operations ceased in the mid-1990s, the barn had fallen into
disrepair.
By the barn’s centenary birthday, every windy day resulted in the loss of moss-laden shingles from its roof. The
resulting holes allowed moisture to seep into the building’s
internal bracing, rendering the barn even less stable. Engineers gave the building a grim prognosis of lasting several
months to several years, depending on environmental conditions that could not be predicted. It was feared that the
next trembler, windstorm, downpour or building inspection
would be her last.

The celebration

On a warm summer night in July, a group of Sedgwick
friends threw a Barn Dance, to celebrate the completion
ofthe barn’s restoration, its history, and Linda Duttenhaver’s
generous gift that made the project a success and will ensure
another century for this iconic structure from a bygone era.
Docents Russ and
Barbara Radom with
Nick and Shirley
DiCroce promenade
at the Barn Dance

Sedgwick’s native plant
nursery manager Nancy
Stearns and husband
Brett watch the dancing

Cowboy Drew Klassen
surveys the crowd.

As many as five
“squares” assembled
to swing at the Barn
Dance.
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Mustard for Lunch
by Dennis Nord

Some of the Outdoor
bad for the animals in our
Classroom students were
area. We would have to do
learning about invasive
much work, properly timed
plants for the first time. This
to eliminate the mustard.
question came up, “What
“This is the difference
difference does it make if
these invasive plants make
there are invasives? They
on crops and what we will
all look the same to me.”
have to eat. There’s still
Thinking about what
another part of the story.”
might impress a hungry
I showed them some native
twelve-year old, I started
plants: blue eyed grass, Cala line of thought that did
ifornia poppies, purple neeget them to consider my
dle grass, and Johnny JumpPhoto Andy Lentz
argument. “It wouldn’t be
ups. “How do you like these
Lily Riley from Los Olivos Elementary School checks out mustard
uncommon for you to eat
guys? Pretty aren’t they?
plants near the pond.
a hot dog with mustard for
See any growing under the
lunch right? Or a ham sandmustard? Why not?” We
wich with mustard?” The students agreed that was normal talked about how the invasive plants often out-compete the
and they liked mustard fine. “Ok, what if you opened your native plants. “Mustard takes the water,” one said and anlunch and your lunchbox had been filled with mustard? How other pointed out it grows so tall there’s no light for smaller
would you like that?” After hearing all the oohs and looking plants. Native plants and animals are what a reserve is about:
at the grimaces I continued. “Well, that’s what we’re look- preserving what naturally grows in this habitat. If mustard,
ing at right here, the mustard plant. It’s not native to Cali- horehound, rip gut and bull thistle take up all the space, there
fornia, it came from Europe with the Europeans. It’s good won’t be room for these beautiful wildflowers and bunch
on some foods, but it would be hard to live on as your only grasses. Already you can see the good guys we enjoy are
food.” Again, they agreed.
pushed out to the edge of the fields and roads.
“Next point, how large is the mustard plant? Jose, go
“So here’s the take-home message: no one wants to eat
stand by that one there. How tall are you?” It turned out Jose mustard for lunch! We want to learn how to restore our enwas four feet and three inches. The mustard was two inches vironment here at the Reserve so we can use that informataller. “Now turn around and pull it out!” Jose struggled with tion to teach others that want something besides mustard
it and then asked for help. Three other kids got their hands where they live. We only raise local native plants to put in
around it and they all pulled. It finally plopped out of the the ground, and we don’t bring plants from other places here
ground spilling them alongside. It had a nice long, carrot- so we keep things natural. We have a long way to go to even
like root. “Tough plant!” Jose said.
begin eliminating the invasive plants around here.
“Ok,” I said, “now go pull the rest of these down the
“When you go home, ask what’s native and what’s not
side of the road.” Many groans and twisted necks as they around your house. You might be surprised. It might also
half closed their eyes. “No, not really, but look out there in take some work to find out.”
that old field. What you’re seeing is mostly mustard. If we
were trying to live off the land by farming here, we would
only get mustard this year. If we want to eat bread, it won’t
happen. If we want carrots, no carrots. Before we could get
food for us to eat or food for animals’ what would we have
to do with the mustard? Can we just grow those plants with
the mustard?” No, they didn’t think so.
“What then?” They thought we needed to get rid of it.
They looked at their hands. “No, we wouldn’t pull it, but
we would have to remove it from the land. We might try
plowing it, but it will come back; I’ve done that. We could
put an herbicide out to kill it, but that means we have added
Invasive Brassica nigra or black mustard.q
a chemical we might not want in our food, and it might be

Reverberations from the Reserve
By Kate McCurdy

It is with pride as big as Sedgwick that I report both
progress and completion on some of the projects we’ve
moved forward at the Reserve in the past few months. Some
things you won’t readily notice, like the new septic system
buried under the Field Station or the upgraded internet network in and around the Office. Others you can’t help notice,
even from afar! Most prominently, the Byrne Observatory
at Sedgwick, now opens its large dome about three times a
month to expose the .8m telescope to distant galaxies.

(Leadership in Energy Efficiency and Design) rating of platinum. It is currently hovering between gold and platinum.
The demolition of the old foreman’s house across the
way from the Tipton Meeting House is at long last DONE!
Our goal is to make the resulting patio a useable space.
UCSB professor Carla D’Antonio and I are busy re-purposing the area for instruction about native grasses. We are cur-

Foundation of the old foreman’s house.

Celebrating the new Director’s Residence at the Reserve.

I’ve been settling into the Director’s Residence which
was completed in February thanks to the generosity of Judy
and Jack Stapelmann. The view from every window reveals
something remarkable – tiny birds coming and going from a
nest cavity in a nearby oak tree, a glimpse of buck, coyote or
once, even a mountain lion strolling leisurely up Corral Canyon Road at dusk! I must say, however, that the best view
of all is from the porch looking south over the corrals at the
historic hay barn, whose restoration was completed in May.
As the sun sets over the Reserve it’s my favorite place to
be–on that porch, waiting for owls to come out of hiding to
wing silently around the barn in search of mice, and listening
to nighthawks calling in the canyon and coyote barking out
their evening plans.
The mornings here are not quite so peaceful, with Melchiori Construction crews (led by Foreman, Bob Feliz) getting to work on the Tipton Meeting House promptly at 7 a.m.
with saws buzzing and hammers nailing. It’s been very exciting to see the Tipton Meeting House becoming a reality.
Melchiori Construction is working diligently to meet their
targeted completion date of November 5th. Almost all the
work Melchiori has done to date has been inside the building, with plastic covering all the windows to contain drywall
dust, so it’s hard to see the daily progress. It is, however, taking shape and looks more lovely every time we get to peek
inside. The University is still aiming for the highest LEED

rently collecting seeds for all 16 native grass species found
at Sedgwick and will be planting them systematically this
fall (see Planting Plan below).
Heading east from the Tipton Meeting House, Outreach
Coordinator Sue Eisaguirre and I are now working out of the
studio apartment attached to Duke’s Art Studio. You can find
us there most days, in the two rooms by the flagpole and rose
planter. We moved out of the Ranch House this spring so
that we can devote the entire Ranch House to Reserve users

needing a place to stay, work and meet. If you have not seen
the Ranch House recently, please stop by and take a tour.
From April’s Open House right through this month’s
Byrne Observatory dedication (honoring Laurie Nelle Byrne,

former docent for whom it is named), we’ve enjoyed numerous opportunities to host visitors recently. Our docents work
hard to make these events warm and welcoming and we’re
always eager for newcomers to take an interest in the Reserve, whether for its natural beauty and resources or its pop
culture intrigue as the home of the (in)famous Sedgwick clan
… and all the reasons in between. We know that many are
interested in the research projects that call the hills and fields
of the Reserve home, and we’re looking forward to providing opportunities in the coming months where you can hear
more about those from the scientists who conduct them.
As the Reserve’s facilities grow and our goals along with
them, we are always looking for sources of support—monetary as well as gifts of materials and items that we need to
continue our programs and make the Reserve the best it can
be. Please take a look at our Wish List of items that we’ve
recently identified, and, if you or someone you know can
help us, please let us know.
Looking forward to seeing you on the Reserve soon!

Sedgwick’s Wish List—and Other Opportunities to
Pitch-In!
Furnishings for Tipton Meeting House:
• Conference tables and chairs
• 100 stacking or folding chairs for community lecture and meeting participants
• Office furniture (for administrative offices, docent
workspace, etc.)
• Eating utensils for the kitchen (a Sedgwick friend
recently donated 150 dinner plates from a restaurant he used to own!)
• Patio furniture
Other wishes:
• 2 or 3 Kodak EasyShare Digital Cameras model
D180
• 10’ x 10’ portable outdoor canopy
• Furniture for the Ranch House
• We’re collecting native rock for the Tipton Meeting House fireplace and teams are being organized.
Join the fun, looking for beautifully colored native
rock that will make our fireplace a standout!
If you would like to discuss gifts to the Reserve—
everything from furniture and financial support to making
arrangements for Sedgwick in your estate plans—please
get in touch with Development Director, Gay Larsen.
She’d love to hear from you and help you with the information you need. Reach her at 805-893-3423 or larsen@
msi.ucsb.edu.

Research on the Reserve
Forty-six scientific projects remained in active status during in the 20092010 fiscal year, which ended on June 30, although work on the Reserve
was scheduled and reported for only 38 projects. Seventeen projects were
initiated and seven were concluded. Notable absences in the field this year
included Claudia Tyler’s cattle grazing experiment, Stan Harpole’s plant diversity studies, and Eric Seabloom’s seed limitation investigations. We hope
to see these projects resume in 2011. Overall, 19 projects were conducted by
UCSB investigators, 13 by researchers from five other UC campuses, ten by
investigators from out-of-state universities, two by non-profit organizations,
one by a Cal State University team and one by a community college. Several
high profile papers were published by Sedgwick researchers in 2009-2010,
most notably Jonathon Levine’s paper Plant invasion and the niche and Doug
Scofield’s paper Influence of acorn woodpecker social behaviour on transport of coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) acorns in a southern California oak
savanna both in the Journal of Ecology. A photo of the Sedgwick Reserve
even graced the cover of the esteemed journal in their May 2010 issue!

Sedgwick Open House
Not only were the wildflowers in abundance so were the number of visitors
at the April 10th Open House. Over 600 people enjoyed the first of what will become an annual open house. Guests hiked; enjoyed music by “Santa Barbara
port
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at Sedgwick in the Byrne Observatory; enjoyed nature-based art activities;
viewed plein air artists creating Sedgwick landscapes; and toured the Ranch
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admission and silent auction proceeds benefited Sedgwick’s outdoor education programs. It was truly a glorious day at the Reserve!
Mark your calendar, save the date and plan to attend next year’s Open House: Saturday, April 2, 2011.
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Artist Robin Gowen
capturing Sedgwick’s
beauty in oil.

Hikers enjoyed perfect
weather clearing to blue
skies for the afternoon’s
Open House activities.

From left, Ethan Johnson, Emily Hatfield, Ally Reichel, Madeline
Johnson, and Cassidy Hatfield take a short break before serving
ice cream sandwiches to the guests.

From left, Leilani Bicufal, Taylor Klassen, Ellie Hiltzer, Emily Hatfield, Cassidy Hatfield, Madeline Johnson, Ally Reichel,
Makayla Weston, and Ethan Johnson enjoyed touring the field
station and climbing on the feed trough by Kate’s house!

Bird Walks

by Fred Machetanz

California Thrasher (Toxostoma redivivum)

California Thrasher
Birds of North America, bna.birds.cornell.edu

The California Thrasher is a brown long-tailed bird with
a very long, down-curved bill. The adult thrasher has a light
throat, black whisker marks and orange undertail coverts.
A reclusive bird, the thrasher spends most of its time on the
ground, under foliage, scratching and thrashing back and
forth with its long bill, attempting to find seeds and insects.
It is said to prefer large insects. Its diet also includes berries.
Like its near relative, the Northern Mockingbird, the
thrasher is a medium-sized songbird, noted for its ability to
mimic other birds and mammals, and sing complete songs.
Like most members of the Mimidae (Mimic thrush) family,
it has short, rounded wings, long legs and tail. In earlier
times the thrasher and mockingbird were considered similar to other thrushes, such as the robin, bluebird and Hermit
Thrush. However, recent DNA analysis relates the thrasher
and mockingbird more closely with starlings!
The thrasher’s song is more hesitant than the mockingbird’s, and the phrases are repeated only two or three times.
Its easy-going lilt recalls to my mind these lines from Robert
Browning’s Home Thoughts, From Abroad:

Both sexes build a bulky, cup-shaped nest of twigs lined
with grasses and soft material. The three or four pale blue
eggs, splotched evenly with brown, are incubated by both
parents for about two weeks. The young leave the nest in
two more weeks and may be fed by the male while the female begins laying a second clutch. In some years, a couple
may have three clutches.
Perhaps a few words about the generic handle “toxostoma” may be of interest. Toxostoma is Greek for “bowmouthed” from toxon, “bow” and stoma, “mouth”. For
those with a well-developed imagination, the bill of the
thrasher may seem to resemble a bow.
Although the California Thrasher’s range extends
a short distance into Baja California, the bird is found almost
exclusively in California. Although not reported often at the
Sedgwick Reserve, it is a bird of the Chaparral and is probably here in fair numbers. I hope you will have an opportunity to observe, hear and enjoy this unusual bird.

That’s the wise thrush; he sings each song twice over,
Lest you should think he could never recapture
The first fine careless rapture!
The thrasher prefers to run to avoid danger, and its flight
is labored and low. When it runs between bushes, its tail
is often held high. It is not seen easily until mating season
when it sings with vehemence, from the tops of bushes or
small trees.

Distribution of the California Thrasher.
Birds of North America, bna.birds.cornell.edu

Docent Graduation
Class of 2010

Front row: Lisa Palmer, Peter Dullea, Jen Hart, Dana Puschell, Susan Lisenby, Sandy Sullivan, Jacqueline Hynes,
T.J. Ortega, Carolyn Acquistapace; Back row: Education Coordinator, Sue Eisaguirre, Terry Koepke, B.J. Johnson,
Candy Waldron, Muffy Casberg Deats, Russ Radom, Alec Morrison, Robyn Morrison
Not pictured: Dale Murray, Adrienne Walter, Joann Ganapes, Thomas Allin III

New Cub On The Reserve
By Kate McCurdy

There is ample evidence flying, running and growing around the reserve
that the preceding long wet winter gave rise to a lot of youngsters. My bias
acknowledged, seeing a Black Bear cub is a treat to beat all treats! The presence of an American Black Bear cub on the reserve is literally a sign of the
times. Bears are so acutely responsive to environmental conditions that an
inseminated sow will absorb fertilized eggs and avoid becoming pregnant if
she is not in peak condition during winter gestation. In dry Mediterranean
climates such as Santa Ynez, a female bear might go for several years without reproducing. A litter of just one cub is typical. So it clearly has been a
bountiful spring on the Reserve for a previously unseen sow–with a healthy
looking offspring–to be using Sedgwick as a breeding grounds. You might
be wondering just what this little ursine is eating to grow up big and strong
these dry summer days. Next time you are out hiking at Sedgwick, look
around and you will see the answer! One clue: this photo was taken below a
chaparral hillside in the heart of the Reserve.

Outdoor Education
by Sue Eisaguirre

In the 4th quarter alone over 500 K-12 students visited
Sedgwick Reserve, an increase of 200 over this time last year.
We are doing our part to help end the “nature deficit disorder,”
a concept coined by Richard Louv, author of “Last Child in
the Woods” and founder of the Children & Nature Network.

Five Los Olivos School 8th grade students completed an
abbreviated yet intense docent training program culminating
with leading the parent-only hike during the final day of the 4th
grade Outdoor Classroom program. Positive comments from
parents and docents solidify the program’s success and continuation. The program will be expanded next year to include
more schools.

Docents, Laura Baldwin and Frank Carpenter, teach the Ontiveros
4th grade “Grey Fox” group about oak trees and lichen.

From left, Colin Schoen, Kyle Schoen, Aimee King, Kassidy
Shelly, Docent Fred Emerson, Antonio Barret, Education Coordinator Sue Eisaguirre pose for a quick picture just before the first
Junior Docent training hike.

A few highlights of the 4th quarter include: Ballard School
students, 1st through 6th grades, all visitied the Reserve at one
time for a day of hiking and Field Station activities; Jonata
School’s 6th graders returned for the third consecutive year to
hike from the top of the Reserve to the Field Station; Santa
Barbara’s Adams School 4th and 5th grade classes visited on
three separate days; a group of science students from La Colina Junior High School spent a weekend at the Reserve hiking
and assisting with the Observatory landscape restoration project. Dates are already on the calendar for Adam’s School to
bring the 4th grade classes next fall for two days and one night
to participate in an accelerated Outdoor Classroom program.
The Outdoor Classroom ended its 2nd year with the exciting and fun-filled “Nature Game Olympics!” Students from
Los Olivos and Ontiveros teamed up to compete in four challenges: Orienteering; Flora,
Fauna, Rock and Chumash
Uses Identification; Insect
and Reptile Identification;
and Science Vocabulary. In
addition to the Olympics,
students had time to see
their natural history pages
on display in the studio; enjoy a special falcon presentation and demonstration;
and show their appreciation
Ontiveros 5th grader, Elizabeth for classmates, teachers and
Martinez, examines insects at
docents at the awards certhe discovery traps.
emony.

While the weather this year wreaked havoc with scheduling Outdoor Classroom visits, student and docent comments
indicate a successful year! Highlights of the program included
a memorable astronomy evening for Ontiveros’ 5th graders
and their families which included a picnic dinner, a rousing
game of “Are You As Smart As a 5th Grader” pitting parents
against students, a night sky tour by Chuck McPartlin from
the Santa Barbara Astronomical Unit, and making S’mores.
The 4th grade classes learned thatching techniques used by
the Chumash by creating
a model ‘Ap, saw a plethora of wildflowers, and
successfully
navigated
the orienteering courses,
among many other activities.
Looking ahead to
next year, we are current- Los Olivos Elementary 4th grade
ly considering restructurlearned thatching.
ing the 4th grade program
in a way that will allow participation by more schools. If the
restructuring is successful, we will implement a similar program for the 5th and 6th grades the following year.
Once again, a program of this magnitude and structure
would not be feasible if it were not for the generosity of our
donors and the dedication of so many knowledgeable and talented docents who are such an integral part of our program
and are truly priceless volunteers!

